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IMPORTANT!

You Do NOT Have Rights to Edit, Resell, Copy or Claim
Ownership to this Report!

However ...You DO Have the Right to Pass this Report 
On to Others Who Might Benefit from it.

Feel Free to:

· Give this report away as a freebie when someone signs up for your 
newsletter or ezine.
· Add it to your membership site (as long as you don’t charge for it)
· Use it as a bonus to your own products.
· Share it with your blog readers.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED: You do not have any rights to sell or profit 
from this report. All content is to remain unedited and all links must 
remain exactly as they are. You can not claim any type of ownership 
without express written permission from the creator and only the 
creator, Elizabeth McGee.  All rights to this report belong to the author 
only.

DISCLAIMER: All information contained within this report is strictly the 
views represented by the author, at the time of publication. The author 
can and does reserve the right to add to, change, edit or update the 
thoughts or opinions stated here.

Every attempt has been made to accurately substantiate all information 
in this report.

However, the author, her partners, affiliates make no warranty to nor do 
they take responsibility for any errors or exclusions that may be 
contained in within. The author does not offer legal or financial advice 
and anything inside this report should not be construed as such. It is 
recommended the reader contact the appropriate qualified professional 
for advice in these and any other areas should it be needed. It is the 
responsibility of the reader to know and adhere to any local (city, state, 
county, etc.) laws regarding the conducting of business.

This guide contains affiliate links that will provide compensation to our 
company if a purchase is made. 

Find more how-to tips and advice at:
www.homenotion.com/blog
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Welcome Friends!

My name is Elizabeth McGee of homenotion.com 
and I've been online making money from the 
internet since about 2001.  

I work at home about 25 hours a week, but with 
family events and personal commitments there are 
days when I don't work at all. 

My business is completely scheduled around my needs and the needs of my 
family. But most importantly I’ve built a business that I enjoy working at and 
that brings me a residual income each month. 

I earn an income online through the methods I’ll detail below.  These are not 
theories; these methods work not only for me but for thousands of internet 
business owners around the world. 

Please read through the entire guide first before actually doing anything. Take 
notes and write down your questions. You may also want to do your own 
personal research as you go along.  

If at any time while reading through this guide you have questions, need ideas 
or would like to start a discussion please visit our discussion forum.  It’s where 
we can gather, make friends and help each other.  Hope to see you there!
http://www.homenotion.com/forum

My very best for your success 

Elizabeth McGee
http://www.homenotion.com
Owner and Editor of Homenotion.com

Follow me on Twitter
http://www.twitter.com/lizmcgee

Get connected on our discussion forum
http://www.homenotion.com/forum

Get internet marketing strategies, resources, tips and advice
http://www.homenotion.com/blog 
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Part I 
Intro to Creating a Blog 

Blogs vs. Traditional Website Software

I just want to say that there is nothing wrong with creating a website using 
traditional website software, in fact I still use traditional website software for 
many of my websites today, but with today's social web trends, a blog is just a 
smarter way to go. 

But also for many of my students getting started online, creating a blog has 
many positive benefits that working with traditional website software doesn't 
offer, specifically, blogging software is free.  

Benefits of Creating a Blog 

Creating a blog is easy and with the many varieties of blog templates available 
you can have a professional looking blog right out of the shoot so there's no 
guess work or design hassles.  But the best reason for creating a blog is its 
ability to utilize the Web 2.0 technology and socialization features. 

With the advent of Web 2.0 technology or social marketing, most traditional 
website software makes it harder to socially connect online.  Blogs however have 
made getting traffic through one way links, trackbacks and commenting using 
social media a whole lot easier and straight forward. Also the search engines 
appreciate the organizational and optimizational elements of the blog much more 
meaning your blog will get indexed a lot faster.  

 Creating a blog automatically helps you achieve the following with little effort:
  

• A professional look 
• Easy navigation
• Content is easy to add, update and schedule
• Optimal categorization
• Search Engine Optimization 
• Visitor Socialization and interaction

As mentioned above, creating a blog is virtually free, by that I mean setting up a 
remotely hosted blog such as Blogger.com or Wordpress.com is completely free, 
however setting up a self-hosted blog as we'll discuss in this guide requires 
purchasing a domain name and subscribing to a web hosting service. The good 
news is that it will cost you less than $10 a month. 
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I recommend setting up a self-hosted Wordpress blog simply because of the 
flexibility and the customization features it will give you for making money, we'll 
discuss this more later. 

Also, don't let the self-hosted part scare you, I will walk you through all of the 
steps to get set up in the second half of this guide and you'll wonder why you 
didn't do this months ago ;-)

 

How You Will Actually Make Money? 

Your blog has the opportunity to make money in several ways.  I will suggest 
that you use them all: 

1. Place text ads on your website as with Google Adwords or other 
contextual ad sites.

2. Offer advertising space on your website

3. Promote affiliate products that relate to your website’s topic

4. Create your own information guides, products or courses to promote

5. Directly sell information products that you purchase with ‘resell rights’ 

 

Share your ideas, ask questions or voice your
opinion at our Discussion forum
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Steps for Getting Started

1. Setting Goals & Objectives

Setting business goals, like setting personal goals, gives you direction and 
motivation.  Start by writing down any thoughts on what you want to accomplish 
with your business.  Define your goals for monthly income and how you expect 
to achieve it.

Be sure to make your goals realistic. This means they need to be attainable.  We 
all want to make a million dollars in 6 months but that is not realistic for most of 
us. Start with a realistic goal such as making your first $50, after you achieve 
that goal set a new goal with higher expectations.  
 
By making your goals attainable you’re more likely to reach them.  Once you 
reach your first goal you'll be proving to yourself that you CAN do it which 
motivates you to move to the next goal and so on.  It's like positive 
reinforcement each time.  

It's important to develop overall long term goals for your business but your daily 
goals and tasks are just as important. 

I like to take about 30 minutes on the weekend to develop my goals for the 
week. From those goals I break them down into smaller daily tasks.  Set time 
limits for your task.  By committing yourself to getting things done within a 
specific time frame you are helping yourself be more efficient and you'll waste 
a lot less time.  

Finally prioritize your finished list of goals by asking yourself these questions:
 

• What can I realistically get done first? 
• What do I have to get done before the other goals can be reached?   

By arranging your goals in a logical sequence it will become clear to you how you 
are will reach every goal on your list.

2. Find a niche 

This is something that stumps people.  They’re never sure if the topic or niche 
they choose will be a profitable enough online.  

Let me just say that there are lots of profitable niches, however the best 
combination for finding a niche that will be profitable for you is one that you 
know about or one that interests you, we’ll discuss how to determine if it’s 
profitable later on.  
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If you’re wrestling with finding a niche, start by looking at what people spend 
their money on.

Everyone has a certain amount of income that they use to buy things. Most of us 
can divide our income into two areas, the things we need such as food, shelter 
and clothes, but there are also the things that we want; these are the things 
that are primarily triggered by emotion. 

For example: 

“I don’t need that BIG SCREEN TV but I sure do want one!” 

When it comes to emotions there are generally 5 things that motivate people to 
spend their money…

Beauty - It makes us feel good to look good. Society puts emphasis on 
looking younger, and as our population ages, anti-aging products, Botox 
and plastic surgery have become very hot topics. 

Niches within this industry include, fashion, cosmetics, hair & nail care, 
fragrances and dieting. 

Health - Everyone’s afraid of illness and even death. We all want to be as 
healthy as we can for as long as we can. Feeling good and avoiding pain, 
injury and discomfort have become a priority for many. 

The area of health also encompasses things like vitamins, weight loss, 
weight gain, nutrition, body building, caring for the elderly, insurance and 
resources for healthy living and going ‘green’.

Love - One of our very basic instincts is to love and be loved. Finding 
compatible partners is a strong instinct for most of us and the internet has 
capitalized on that with the huge eruption of dating and friend finder sites. 
On the opposite end of that spectrum are divorce issues and marriage 
success topics.  

More topics include flowers, candy, jewelry cards and gifts.

Money - We all want to have more money and look for ways to make 
more of it, save it and invest it. Money making programs, investment and 
retirement programs, budgeting tools and calculators, how to save 
money, banking conveniences and even finding better paying jobs have 
captured our interest. 

Money is very emotional topic that often triggers stress, particularly when 
it comes to things like debt relief or the desire to make more money and 
have material wealth. 

Entertainment / Recreation - We all need time to play, have fun, let 
our hair down and relax, in fact people get very excited about their 

Copyright © http://www.Homenotion.com 2010. All rights reserved 
7

http://www.homenotion.com/


hobbies and are known to spend thousands perfecting them and finding 
new ways to be competitive. 

These topics are all good opportunities for internet sales because you can 
connect with buyers on an emotional level. It’s the “I don’t need it but I 
want it” concept. 

Entertainment categories could include movies, games, music, art, 
electronics, and sports.   

Do you need to be an expert in the niche that you choose?  No.  It helps to have 
as much knowledge and expertise about your topic as possible but as long as the 
topic interests you, you’ll soon become more knowledgeable than most.  

The niche topic that you select should be one that you are familiar with or it can 
be on a topic that you have a particular interest in. It can be anything really, as 
long as it is something that holds your interest, not too broad a topic and is 
something that people are interested in finding out about. 

Help for Finding Your Niche

What do you already know? 
Everyone knows something about something.  For example, take a look at the 
stay at home or work at home moms (sahm, wahm).  

They have created tons of websites and blogs about what it means to be at 
home with the kids or work from home.  You can find blogs on caring for special 
needs kids, crocheting, crafts, cooking, homeschooling, gardening, parenting, 
getting pregnant, you name it.  These women have simply looked at what they 
know, what they've done and they blog about it.  This helps people learn but it 
also helps generate income for the blogger. 

What do you like that you're willing to learn about? 
Do you have a topic that interests you and are willing to learn about? If so, take 
a class, read a few books, learn as much as you can about it.  That’s how I 
started my guitar site. I like guitars and have a family full of guitar players so 
learning about them was fun and easy.

Don't let yourself be discouraged by not feeling that you are expert enough in a 
specific topic. For most niches it doesn't take much to learn about something 
before you know more than the average person. Learn all that you can, believe 
you are an expert and project confidence, that's basically all it takes. 

What are your hobbies?
 Got a hobby that you love? If you do, chances are you’ve developed personal 
tips and strategies that might help others. People are obsessive about their 
hobbies and they spend lots of money perfecting them.
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What are the current trends going on today? 
Keep your eyes and ears open for trends. For example, our banking industry in 
the U.S. is in a crisis, what might that mean for the future of banking and how 
might YOU capitalize on that? What are the latest toy or gadget trends? Our 
aging population is a big one right now, how can you find what they might be 
interested in?

I like to watch TV, the news and the shopping channels, they are a great way to 
see what people are buying. Also my kids are a great resource for finding out 
what the hot trends are.  Keep your eyes open for where things are going. 

Places to find profitable niche ideas 

These are some great places to find profitable niches. These will not only give 
you some niche ideas, they will also show you how profitable the niche may be 
by looking at the successes of other web sites. 

Check out eBay Shops 
eBay will give you tons of ideas. The eBay shops are making money so it's an 
excellent resource for finding out what actually sells well. 

For example, go to eBay.com and click on the ‘stores’ tab at the top of the 
page.  

• Next under the ‘Stores Directory’ on the left hand side of the page click 
a category.   

• Next, click on any one of the results that appears which will take you to 
that store. 

• Next, click on any one of the store’s items and at the top of the page you 
will see a section called ‘Seller Info’.  

• Next to the seller’s name is a number in parentheses, this indicates the 
number of searches the store has gotten in the last 12 months.  This can 
give you a good idea of how popular an item or a niche is. 

Check out Ebaypulse 
http://pulse.ebay.com     
This is where you can find ‘hot’ items. It’s basically a snapshot of the eBay 
marketplace and features the top 10 popular searches, popular stores, popular 
products and most watched items. 

If you click on the category listing at the top you’ll see that you have several 
categories to choose from. After selecting a category you will see a list of the 
largest stores for that category. 

Use the EBay Hot Items Report 
EBay also puts out a monthly “hot item” report that you can get at: 
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http://pages.ebay.com/sellercentral/hotitems.pdf     
This is an excellent report for finding niches that eBay has profited from. It’s also 
updated monthly so it’s always current. The report is still free and it indicates the 
degree of “hotness” from “super hot’ to ‘very hot’ to ‘hot’. You’ll find lots of good 
tips there for finding profitable niches. 

Examine the Google sponsored listings. 
http://www.google.com     
If you go to Google and type in your topic keywords you’ll notice the listings 
down the right hand side and at the very top. These are paid advertiser listings. 
Watch these listings for several weeks paying special attention to the ads that 
continue to appear, this means the advertisers are making money! 

Visit topic related forums 
One of my favorite ways of finding out what people are looking for is to go to 
topic forums. That’s because people generally give honest, candid feedback. 

For example, if you think you would like to sell cameras, find a camera forum. 
Looking over these forums will give you some really good hints about what 
people want to know about cameras. You can also ask questions on forums 
which is one of the best ways to get candid, useful feedback. 

Checkout PayPal for Ideas 
Try going to ‘PayPal Shops’ 
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_shop-ext     
If you click on a ‘Shop Category’ to the left you will come to a page that lists all 
the stores that use PayPal. Some of these may be eBay stores because a lot of 
eBay customers use PayPal as their payment processor, but if you look at the 
store listings again you will see a number next to the store, this lists the number 
of PayPal members that have paid this merchant.  Lots of good ideas there as 
well! 

Pay a Visit to Amazon.com 
http://www.amazon.com     
Amazon is perfect for finding out what information people look for online. 
Amazon is also a great place to keep in mind when you are looking for ideas on 
content to place on your website.   

Once on the Amazon website, go to ‘books’ and type in the niche you are 
interested in. For example, let’s try ‘parenting’. There are too many books on 
parenting, so we'll narrow that down to ‘single parenting’. Getting better but look 
what happens when we try ‘single parenting for moms’, that’s a great idea for a 
niche website. 

When searching for a niche idea, don’t try to be all things to all people. You want 
to narrow down and focus your market as much as you possibly can. 

The topic ‘Musical instruments’ is much too large of a market. Instead, narrow it 
down to ‘Guitars’ or even further to ‘electric guitars’ or ‘acoustic guitars’. You’ll 
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get a much more targeted group of visitors which means a better chance for 
making sales. 
 

Don't Get Hung Up Finding the Perfect Niche
 
Honestly, there is no perfect niche.  People tend to want to find something that 
has lots of interest with little to no competition. 

In theory this may seem like a perfect niche but with the advent of Web 2.0 and 
social marketing, competition is an advantage.  First of all it tells you that your 
niche is a profitable one but competing sites in your niche offer socialization and 
networking value.   

Many website owners view their competitors as the enemy avoiding them like 
the plague or working to outperform them.  That's the wrong approach.  The 
world wide web is called the 'web' because no site or blog stands alone, the more 
you weave yourself into the web by socializing and connecting with other 
relevant blogs the more traffic and notoriety you'll gain. 

Never view another site as your competition, instead use them to help you 
network and connect.  

3. Creating Your Blog

There are several types of blogging platforms for creating your blog, however, 
the 3 best blogging platforms are:

http://www.blogger.com   - remotely hosted blog   
http://www.wordpress.com   – remotely hosted blog   
http://www.wordpress.org   – self hosted blog  

Remotely Hosted Blogging Services

As we discussed earlier www.blogger.com and www.wordpress.com are 
both blogging services that you subscribe to for free. They don’t require 
registering a domain name and there’s no hosting service to purchase; it’s all 
included and it’s completely free. Simply sign up for a free account and follow 
the instructions for creating a blog, super simple.

Because these are services you subscribe to they have limitations.  For example 
they provide a domain name for you which means your domain name will have 
the words Wordpress or Blogger in the name, not a problem, just a limitation.  

Also, Wordpress.com for example doesn't allow Adsense, Yahoo, Chitika, and 
other ads on the blogs.  Also there are some design limitations. None of these 
are show stoppers but as you become more familiar with using the service you'll 
notice more and more limitations.  
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Self-Hosted Blog

If you're serious about creating a professional business online and earning 
money with your blog, creating a self-hosted Wordpress blog is the very best 
way to go.  
 
Wordpress.org is a self-hosted blogging software. This means that you will 
download the Wordpress.org software to your computer and then upload it to 
your own hosting service, so to use Wordpress.org you must subscribe to a 
hosting service and purchase your own domain name.  

If you choose to go this route make sure you subscribe to a hosting service that 
has the ‘Fantastico’ and ‘Cpanel’ options, this makes downloading the 
Wordpress.org platform to your host a lot easier, without Fantastico it can be a 
little more challenging to load.  

Don't worry I'll step you through the whole process in the last section of this 
guide. 

 4. Adding content To Your Blog

Content is king! You’ll hear that a lot. That’s because it’s probably the only thing 
that hasn’t changed since the internet began. Both the search engines and the 
human visitor rely heavily on good content and that's not likely to ever change.

If you think about it people come to the internet looking for answers to questions 
and remedies for their problems.  Well researched, original and unique content 
provides those answers. Visitors don’t want to see content they just saw on the 
last site they visited, they want to find ideas, concepts and information that will 
hold their attention. 

The more useful and interesting your site’s content, the more successful your 
blog will be. 

I've find it so interesting how people will often spend thousands of dollars and 
hours optimizing their sites for higher search engine ranking but pay so little 
attention to what their site offers in terms of value. No search engine 
optimization is worth a hill of beans if your site doesn't hold your viewer's 
attention and give your readers what they are looking for. They may find your 
site but they won't stay there. 

The lesson here is to add content or posts to your blog that demonstrates your 
own personality and flavor. Invite your visitors to interact with your comments 
and ideas, blogs are perfect for that.  But one of the most important concepts to 
keep in mind is to create content with your reader in mind.  Focus on giving 
them value and not on how much money you can make. 
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Keep your site updated with fresh content often. That may sound like a lot of 
writing on your part but it doesn’t have to be. There are many options for 
generating good content without spending hours on your computer.  I use 
ghostwriters, conduct interviews, use guest articles and use Private label Rights 
(PLR) content.  Here are places you can find great PLR

The more you give to your readers, the more you will receive in return.  It's the 
law of attraction that works in both in personal and business interactions and it 
also builds trust and authority in you.  

Don't be fooled into thinking that the search engines are your only focus, the 
search engines are guided by their users and if the users like what they see so 
will the search engines.   

Writing for the Internet 

One of the things I hear a lot is “I just don’t know how to write”. If that’s you, 
think of it this way -- if you can talk you can write.  It’s called writing 
conversationally and on the internet it's preferred.  

Simply stated, writing for the internet is a little different than the writing you 
may be use to, in fact it’s easier. That’s what I love about it.  

Here’s what I mean. Writing in a conversational tone draws your reader in and 
helps them develop a relationship with you.  They can see that there is a real 
person behind the writer and that makes them feel more secure with you, plus 
you’re building trust and that’s huge online.

Also remember that people on the internet tend to read faster and their attention 
span is shorter so your writing is better off delivered in bite size chunks and 
small paragraphs so it’s easier to read. Readers don’t want to wade through 
complicated text, big words or long drawn out dissertations, you’ll lose them for 
sure.  Give them clear, easy to understand content that gets to the point quickly. 

You also want your site pages to contain ‘catchy’ headings and expand on your 
headings with sub-headings. The body of your pages should include bulleted or 
numbered points when possible. Remember, people are often searching for 
specific information, so subheadings and bulleted lists are markers for their eyes.

Even though the internet is writing in a more casual style, don’t be casual with 
your grammar and spelling.  There is nothing that will turn people off faster. It 
doesn’t take any time to run your copy through the spell checker and read 
through your text several times.  When I review what I have written I always 
find things to change that don’t quite make sense or need to be reworded.  You 
don’t want to spend days and days on this but make sure it makes sense and 
flows smoothly and logically.   

Adding content to your blog doesn't have to be a daily thing either, of course it 
can be but 3-4 times a week is often enough. As long as you keep your site up to 
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date, interesting and unique you're good to go.  If you like to use other people’s 
articles, that’s fine however give your site a good mix of information that is also 
unique and creative. 

The search engines are looking more and more for content that is original.  The 
best way to create original content is to write your own using a conversational 
style.  Write as if you are writing to a friend; include your personal style which 
means relating to your reader on a personal level, offering opinions, comments 
and feedback that provokes thought.   

Writing in this manner means that your content won’t be found everywhere, it 
will be unique and individual to your site and the search engines will love it.

Here are more blog post ideas that may help.  

5. Optimizing your blog 

Basic website optimization is all that’s needed, however I do recommend you 
pick up a copy of SEOFastStart by Dan Thies. The guide is free, but it’s excellent. 
Dan is an industry expert and he shares so much in this guide.  I’ve spend 
hundreds on SEO guides that haven’t given me nearly the details that Dan 
outlines. If you don’t get any other guide get this one.    

To give you a run down for good site optimization and design, follow these key 
steps:

- Each page of your website should be optimized for relevant key 
phrases.  Use these key phrases in the title and description of your web page. 
You can use that key phrase in the body of your page but don’t overdo it 

- Don’t clutter your site with flash, color and jumping objects.  You want a 
site that is appealing and eye-catching but don’t sacrifice its usability and 
content.

Think of it this way, if you take off your site all the graphics, pictures and ads, 
what would your page look like? Would it still interest your visitors?  Would it still 
provide them with the information and ideas they are looking for?  Fancy 
graphics and flash might attract attention; good content is what keeps it. 

- Keep opt-in boxes or sign-up forms to the top left or right.  Research has 
found that businesses get the most sign-ups if their sign-up forms are at the top. 
Don’t bury them down the page.

- Anything you put at the bottom right of your website will hardly be 
noticed. That’s just an observation of the industry.  There’s been a fair amount 
of research done in this area and that bottom right hand corner just seems to 
get ignored.    
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-  Be clear about what you want your visitors to do. If you want your 
viewers to buy something, instruct them to have a look and buy. If you want 
them to sign up for a newsletter or subscription, instruct them to do that. 

People want to be pointed in the right direction. The choice is ultimately theirs 
but give them the opportunity to make it. Don’t leave them to figure things out 
on their own. 

-  Keyword Research is important to every page of your site. Every page 
of your site should be optimized for 1-3 good keyword phrases.  Make sure that 
keyword phrase is used in your page’s title and description tags.  Also include it 
in your page’s header.  I like to practice using it in the first paragraph of the 
page and then again in the last paragraph.  

-  Make sure all your page links are working and not broken. If there’s 
anything that turns a visitor off it’s a broken link, so make sure they all work.  

I also like to keep my links in blue, it’s still the universal color for links and I’ve 
learned consistency works best. 

Also title your links appropriately. Don’t use cute or misleading names. For 
example, if you have a link to a sports equipment page don’t label the link ‘Great 
Outdoors’, call it ‘Sports Equipment’ and make sure the sports equipment page is 
titled the same, very important. 

** All this information and much more is in Dan Thies FREE SEOFastStart Guide.  

Using Wordpress Plugins

Wordpress plugins are handy pieces of code that you simply download and add 
to your blog.  Most plugins are free and they do things from keeping spam away 
from your blog, provide search engine optimization, automatically add 
advertising, whatever it is you want to do you can probably find a plugin for it. 

I don't recommend loading your blog up with tons of plugins, however there are 
a few basic plugins that we'll go over in Part II when we set up your blog.  

6. Monetize your Blog

Your website will be your ’main baby’. It’s where your profit potential is, so 
carefully research the options that will provide you the most money making 
potential. 

You can use any one of the options below or a combination of options to 
monetize your website:
 
Google Adsense Ads – I regularly bring in about $300 each month just from 
my Google AdSense ads. 
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The Google Adsense program costs nothing to apply and once you are accepted 
you simply follow the instructions on the Google Adsense site.  Literally, it’s a 
simple cut and paste to place the ads on your website.  

You have a choice of displaying Google ads on your site in text, banner or video 
format, the choice is yours. 

Affiliate income –All successful online marketers’ work affiliate marketing into 
their businesses.  It doesn’t matter what your online business is, you can always 
find other products that will complement your own business that you can 
promote and make a commission on. 

For example, let’s say that your website is about how to crochet.  In addition to 
the information you provide on how to crochet you can promote products that 
people interested in crocheting would buy, things like needles, yarn, how to 
books, etc.

The way to promote these products is through pre-selling.  It’s a term coined by 
Ken Evoy of SBI. 

Research has proven that there’s a huge difference in the amount of affiliate 
sales you will make from visitors that have been pre-sold at your site than by 
sending visitors directly to a merchants site using banners or text links and I 
myself can attest to that.  Much of my income comes directly from affiliate sales. 

Start by finding a product or service you would like to promote, and then find an 
affiliate merchant that sells the product.

You can find affiliate merchants and products through affiliate networks:

• http://www.cj.com   (commission Junction)
• http://www.linkshare.com  
• http://www.linkconnector.com  
• http://www.clickbank.com  
• http://www.shareasale.com  

You can also find products through private sites that offer affiliate programs as 
well but I find that it's easier to start out with affiliate networks because 
payments are more on schedule, products are easier to find and you’re likely to 
find a more reputable affiliate program. 

Note:  Not all affiliate programs operate by the same terms. Make sure you 
understand their terms of service by reading through them carefully. 

Here’s also an affiliate search engine for helping you find affiliate products and 
information. 

http://www.affiliateprogramsearchengine.com/   
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Look for affiliate programs that offer residual income. These are things like 
monthly services or membership sites.

For example, web hosting companies are monthly services.   A hosting service 
that offers an affiliate program will pay you a commission for each month the 
customer that you referred stays with the service.   Not all membership or 
monthly service sites pay affiliates on a recurring monthly basis, some pay only 
once, so be sure to read the affiliate agreement.   

If you know what your site’s topic will be about you can go ahead and start 
applying to affiliate programs now.  If you choose to apply to programs before 
your site is built you may get refused, but don’t worry about that, it’s just a 
formality. Once your site is built you can go back and reapply and you should get 
accepted. 

Advertising revenues – Once your blog becomes popular with the search 
engines and you begin getting lots of traffic there’s no reason why you couldn’t 
generate revenues by soliciting advertising on your website.    
 
I do this with several of my sites simply by creating a web page that invites 
advertisers to advertise on my site.  It does mean that you’ll have to deal with 
advertisers directly, invoicing, keeping ads up to date, etc., but it can be well 
worth your time and the extra money it can bring in each month. 

The amount of traffic you get and your chosen market will determine your ad 
rates. You can simply do a little research on related sites and see what they 
charge and then test the waters with your own website.

Your own products – If you have products of your own you can also promote 
them on your site.  Be sure that the products are relevant to what your website 
is about.  

If you have an acne website it wouldn’t prove beneficial to promote baby clothes. 
Statistics have shown that to be successful with sales, the items or services must 
relate to what the site is about. Anything else just confuses your visitors. 

Resale rights – This is another one of my favorite ways to promote on my 
websites. Resell rights allow you to resell products and keep 100% of the profits. 
Resale rights products typically come with pre-written sales pages, product 
images and thank you pages. Many of them will also come with a suggested 
retail price.   

I’ve purchased several resale rights products many times, turned them around 
and sold them on my website for 100% of the profit.   The key to selling resale 
rights products is to find quality products that will interest your visitors and 
contains quality information.  

You can purchase a quality information product and its resale rights on average 
for about $47-$100.  The cool thing is you can resell the products for about $27. 
So with just a few sales will have paid for the product and received a profit. If 
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these products tie in nicely with your site’s topic you're likely to make many 
sales.

7. Promote your Blog

Have you ever seen those websites where you can pay anywhere from $500 to 
$1000 and they give you a ready-made website?  They claim you’re part of a 
bigger business where you will earn you thousands a month.  Have you seen 
those?   

Those are real companies and they are legitimate sites with real products but 
what they don’t give you, what no one gives you, is promotion. That’s your 
responsibility.

The difference between an average web business and a great one is the 
promotional strategies and the connections you make.  This is where people 
often fizzle out in their business.  They think that just because their site is out 
there they will begin making sales.  That may have been the case ten years ago 
but today it simply isn't true. 

Good website optimization is always important but the promotional strategies 
that you use will speed the process considerably.  The people you connect with 
and the strategies you use to promote your website is what build your 
readership.  
 

Free Promotional strategies

Start with the free promotional strategies, there are lots of them.  They take a 
little more time but they all work very well. Don’t waste your time on free ads, 
they don’t work, at least they never worked for me except to bring me spam.  

Here’s my free downloadable traffic guide that lists the free traffic strategies 
that you can begin using today that will start bringing immediate traffic to your 
site. 

Once you’re getting traffic and sales with the free promotional strategies 
gradually move towards the paid ones. 

The two best paid strategies are:
 

• Pay-per-click (PPC) advertising 
• E-zine advertising

Pay-Per-Click (PPC) Advertising
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PPC advertising is instantaneous.  As soon as you create a pay-per-click ad, it 
goes live immediately.  

PPC advertising is search engine advertising where you create ads that are 
shown when people search engines.  You select the keywords that you want your 
ad to show for and also the ad you want displayed 

I don’t recommend jumping into PPC without a little training, the learning curve 
is steep and you stand to lose a lot of money if you don’t know what you are 
doing.  Start with the free guide “Adwords Made Easy” by Brad Callen, the 
Adwords expert. Brad will get you started, especially with using keywords and 
writing ads that get clicks. 

 E-zine Advertising

E-zines are electronic magazines or newsletters and getting your ads into these 
types of publications are one of the best ways to get traffic and sales. 

Before I say more, Charlie page is the best resource for e-zine advertising.  I 
subscribe to his directory of ezines and I can’t say enough good things about it. 
This isn’t just an ezine directory it’s a whole boatload of free tools and personal 
help on how to write ezine ads and get them in front of the right people.  It’s the 
best advertising help on the net.  Most other services that aspire to be like the 
Directory of Ezines are hugely inadequate. 

My Personal promotions rule of thumb: I suggest putting at least 20% of 
your earnings each month back into your business in the form of advertising or 
training. 

8. Keep Your Visitors Returning To Your Blog 

This is more of an advanced strategy but I’m covering here because I want you 
to get use to thinking about it. 

Once your site is built and ‘on the air’, you will be getting lots of visitors, and 
probably very soon. The problem with visitors is they eventually leave your site 
never to return.  But we’re going to get them to return to your site by capturing 
their email address.

This is not a devious or unscrupulous internet ploy to annoy visitors; this is a 
real internet marketing strategy that makes good business sense.  It’s like the 
retail store getting information from you for promoting specials, sales and other 
store related information.  

The best way to capture a reader’s email is by offering a free item or service, for 
example a free newsletter, e-course, guide or e-book.   If people come to your 
site and like what they see they will want more information and will be more 
than happy to sign up for your offer. 
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If you need free information that you can offer your readers I suggest creating a 
newsletter of your own or a PDF informational document.  If that’s not an option, 
Surefirewealth has free ebooks, guides and courses your can offer your visitors. 
They have a paid service but the free option has some good stuff! 

In order to capture email addresses and keep in touch through email you will 
need an autoresponder service.  I use a subscription service called Aweber. 
They are easy to use, affordable and help me guard against things like being 
accused of spamming and undeliverable emails. 

A good autoresponder typically has everything you need to create your emails, 
all except for the content of course ;-)  

Here’s how it works. For each person that signs up on your website, your 
autoresponder captures the information such as name and email, and then helps 
manage your communications with your subscribers.  Here’s just an idea of what 
you can send subscribers: 

- Develop a ‘tips’ list
- Offer a quick e-course
- Send a ‘guest’ article
- Conduct a quick interview and send it
- When you add a new page to your site 
- When you add a new article to your site 
- Send a weekly newsletter

This information can be set up to send automatically or you can send emails on a 
moments notice.  It will be up to you but using an autoresponder makes it 
convenient, saves time and automates the process 

The real advantage to creating an opt-in list is you can effectively communicate 
with people on a regular basis, establish yourself as an expert and develop a 
relationship with your readers. These are the things that effectively help you 
promote.    

 

Share your ideas, ask questions or voice your
opinion at our Discussion forum
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Part II

Step-By-Step Instructions for Setting 
Up a Self-Hosted Wordpress Blog

1.0   Getting started

Before we start you will need to have two things:

1.1   A Domain Name
1.2   A Hosting Service

If you already have a domain name and hosting service you can move on to part 
3.0

1.1  Setting up your Domain Name

In order to create a self hosted blog you will need to set up a domain name first. 
Before you pick a domain name first think about what niche you are going to be 
in. There are lots of ideas on what a good domain name is but don't get too hung 
up on this.

Here are a few simple things to keep in mind that will help you choose.

What is your site about?

Highly focused niche sites are the most profitable so think 'niche'. For example 
instead of a landscaping site, niche down to growing roses, or how to have 
greener grass. The broader your niche the more competition you are up against 
so be as focused as you can.

Once you know what you blog will be about find the best keyword phrase that 
will best describe your site a s whole. For example if your blog will be covering a 
topic 'acne' you will want the word 'acne' in your domain name.
Domain names are going fast so the chances you get the exact domain name 
you want is slim, but there's no harm in being creative. For example, for 'acne' 
you could use names like:

• acneremediesrus.com
• thebestacneremedy.com
• acnenomore.com

Domain extension
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The best and most common domain name extensions are .com, .org, .net, .biz. 
Most people want and choose .com but that won't make a difference in how 
successful or how the search engines will favor it. If you can't find the domain 
name you want in a .com, using a .org or .net will work just as good. The search 
engines will be focusing on your content, not the extension of your domain.

One of the most reliable domain name services is Godaddy. I use and suggest 
them because they are deeply secure and their pricing is just as competitive as 
any other domain registrar, about $10 for one year.

For tutorial purposes I will use Godaddy as an example for setting up your 
domain name, however whether you use Godaddy or another registrar service 
the process is the same so feel free to use whatever domain service you prefer.

Selecting and Purchasing your domain name:

1. Start by creating an account with Godaddy.com or whatever service you 
wish.

2. Once your account is created, login, search for the domain name you want 
in the box.

3. Select the extension you want (.com, .net, .org, etc)
4. Once you have the name you want click 'add'
5. Next, You will be taken to the registration and checkout options. I 

recommend checking registration for just 1 year and go with the standard 
registration.

6. Continue to checkout.  Bypass all the customization options and simply go 
to checkout. 

7. Pay for your new domain name and complete purchase. 
8. Once you have completed your purchase you will immediately receive and 

email confirming your purchase and be provided with information on how 
to manage your domain names and name servers which we will set up in 
our next session. 

 
  
1.2 Setting up your Hosting Account

In order to have your blog published on the world wide web you will need to 
have it hosted with a hosting service.

There are literally hundreds of hosting services to choose from however don't 
scrimp and use a free host. They are not reliable and free hosts will distract your 
visitors with ads, this will not only look unprofessional it will annoy visitors.

Hosting services are not expensive but it's extremely important to choose one 
that is reliable and offers good support at all hours of the day/night.
I use Hostgator myself so I can confidently recommend them personally and 
professionally.

They offer quality, reliable hosting for $7.95 a month, they have video tutorials 
and Live Chat.
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Good support is also very important so you want to make sure you have it.

Whatever hosting service you go with this tutorial will assume your host comes 
with the Cpanel and Fantastico tools. These are hosting tools that all quality 
hosts use, including Hostgator, and they will make using your host service and 
your blog setup much easier and straightforward.

SPECIAL DEAL: If you use this Hostgator link and the coupon code 
"findmyhost" you will receive your first month Hosting for just $.01

Hosting Signup Process

When signing up with a hosting service, select 'shared hosting' and select the 
option 'I will use My Existing Domain and update My Nameservers only'.

Enter the domain name you registered above.

Complete the registration.

After you have completed the sign-up you should receive an 'account 
information' email confirming your registration and the information required to 
complete your setup.

The email will have your IP address, your domain name servers (dns), and your 
login information. Hold on to this information you will need it later.

The email will look similar to this:

Your Domain: youdomainname.com
Your Username: yourlogin
Your Password: yourpassword
Your sites IP address:  12.12.134.1234  (this is an example)

Nameservers:

NSxx1.hostcompany.com
Nsxx2.hostcompany.com

So for example if you signed up with Hostgator your name servers will look 
something like this:

NS001.hostgator.com
NS002.hostgator. Com

2.0 Finalizing your Domain and Hosting Setup
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In order to coordinate your your domain name and your hosting account you will 
need to log back into your Godaddy or domain registration account and do the 
following:

1. Go to the 'domains' tab and click on 'my domains'
2. Click on your domain name that you just purchased.
3. Go down to the 'Nameservers' section and click on 'manage'.
4. Select the option that says:

          I host my domains with another provider
          Then in the 'Nameserver1' and 'Nameserver2' options enter the name
          servers that Hostgator sent you in the 'Account Information' email we
          discussed above. 

3.0 Setting up Your Wordpress blog
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At this point you should have your new domain name purchased, your hosting 
setup, and your domain name pointing to Hostgator or whatever hosting service 
you are using.

Now we are ready to install Wordpress. We will do this from your Hosts 'Cpanel' 
using Fantastico.

1. Log into your Hosting account with the instructions that were sent to you 
upon signup. Once logged in you will see a screen similar to the following:
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2. Scroll down and look for 'Software/Services' and click on the 'Fantastico 
De Luxe' icon:

3. Next you will be taken to the Fantastico page:
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4. Click on the 'Wordpress' option on the left  The Wordpress selection will 
bring up this page. Then click on 'New Installation'.

Copyright © http://www.Homenotion.com 2010. All rights reserved 
27

http://www.homenotion.com/


5. Clicking on 'New Installation' will display the following screen. Simply 
complete the fields as described below:
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Installation Location:
Install on domain - This is where you will put the domain name you just 
purchased. For example, if your domain name is greatcameras.com you will 
enter 'greatcameras.com' into this field.

Install in directory:
If you want to access your blog with www.yourblog.com then leave this field 
blank.

If you want your blog in another directory, then you would enter the directory 
name here (this directory should not already exist, it will be automatically be 
created). For example, if you already have a website and you are adding a blog, 
you might access it as
'www.yoursite/blog', so in this case you would type 'blog' in this field.

Admin Access Data:
Administrator user name - This is the username you will access your Wordpress 
Admin area with. This can be any name of your choosing but should be 
something you will remember.

Password - This will be your password for your Wordpress Admin area. It can be 
any password of your choosing but again, it should be something you will 
remember.

Base Configuration:
Admin nickname - This can be the same as the user name if you like.
Admin Email - Email you wish to use.

6. Click “Install Wordpress'
This will take you to a screen that tells you that the databases have been 
created, just click on Finish Installation. Your Wordpress blog should now be 
created. You will receive an email at the email you entered above describing 
your installation.

7. Start Blogging
You should now be able to go to your Wordpress admin area by tying the 
following into your browser window:
http://www.yourdomainname.com/wp-admin
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You should now see your Wordpress login window:

Enter the login and password you created in step 5 above.

At this point your blog has been created and you are now ready to customize it.

Most of what you see in Wordpress is a matter of clicking around and getting 
familiar with how to customize it. You can do most of the customization on your 
own, however I'll help you get started by helping you set up a theme and a few 
widgets.

Copyright © http://www.Homenotion.com 2010. All rights reserved 
30

http://www.homenotion.com/


4.0 Setting up Your Wordpress Theme

Your new Wordpress blog will default to the basic Wordpress theme so you may 
want to change that. There are thousands of themes to choose from and the 
great thing about Wordpress is you can change your theme with just a few clicks 
of your mouse.
So let's choose a theme:

Go to http://wordpress.org/extend/themes/
This page of Free Wordpress themes that you can choose from. There are also 
other sites to choose themes from, both paid and free, however these are some 
of the basic themes.

Once you find a theme that you like, you will install it to your hard drive then 
upload it to your hosts files at this location:

/public_html/blog/wp-content/themes

Here's how to do that:

1. For the theme that you want to use, click on the download button and 
save it to your hard drive, remember where you save it, you will need this 
later on.

2. Next, log on to your Hostgator or your host's 'Cpanel'
3. On your Cpanel screen under files, locate the 'File Manager' icon.
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4. Click on the 'File Manager' which will bring you to the file manager or a similar 
screen to this. Locate public_html and click on it.

5. You should see the following Wordpress folders:

6. Double click on the 'wp-content' folder
     7.  Next, double click the 'Themes' Folder.
     8.  Next, at the top of the page click 'upload'.  You are going to upload the 
theme you previously downloaded to your hard drive. If you click on the 'browse' 
button you will see a display of your hard drive.  Simply find your theme that 
you downloaded earlier and select it for upload. 

7.
8.
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Next, your themes folder will contain the theme you just uploaded. If the files 
are in zipped format, click the 'extract' icon at the top to unzip the files.

9.  If you are not logged into your Wordpress admin area, log in to it now as 
explained in Step 7 of 'Setting up your Wordpress blog'.

10.  Under your 'Dashboard' area go to 'Appearance' and select 'Themes'. The 
new theme that you just added should display on the main screen. Simply click 
on the theme to upload it to your blog. If you would like to change your theme, 
simply perform the same process as outlined above. This will bring in the themes 
to your file folders and you can pick and choose the themes that you wish to use.
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5.0 Customizing and Monetizing Your Blog

Your next steps are going to be to customize, socialize and monetize your blog 
for reaching the most people and making the most money.

Most of your customization will be done through Wordpress plug-ins and you can 
read more about them on the Wordpress plugin site.

I don't suggest bogging down your blog with a lot of unnecessary plugins.  The 
most commonly used plug-ins and the one I highly suggest are these:

• Akismet (guards against spammers.  This comes standard with most 
Wordpress blogs)

• Wordpress Database backup (comes with download but if not use this 
link).  Always make sure you do at least a weekly backup. 

• Google Adsense – Places Google Adsense ads on your blog where you 
require them. 

• DoFollow Plugin

• Subscribe To Comments

• KeywordLuv Plugin

• TwitterLinks Plugin

• Search Box Plugin

• Wordpress Video Plugin – makes adding videos super simple

The Wordpress database backup is important so be sure you activate that plugin 
and backup your database on a regular basis. You don't want to lose all the work 
you put into creating your blog posts should something happen.

The Wordpress plugins are installed the same way you installed your theme. 
Simply download the plugin to your hard drive, then go to your hosts file 
Manager and upload the plugin to the following location: 

/public_html/blog/wp-content/plugins

Once the plugin is copied to the above file it will automatically appear in  your 
blogs plugin section, all you need to to do then is 'activate' it.  
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6.0 Making the Most of Your Blog's Earning Potential 

The extent of your earning potential will be up to you and how much effort and 
time you put into it, but I have a few suggestions that will put you light years 
ahead in terms of earning potential. 

2 Powerful Blogging Resources: 

– Yaro Starak is one of my favorite blogging advisers.  His own blog is full 
of money making tips and ideas but I highly recommend signing up for his 
free 'Roadmap to becoming a Blogger', it's free and has the most up to 
date and relevant info for creating a multimedia blog. 

- Darren Rowse of Problogger has a great guide called '31 Days to 
Building a Better Blog'. This guide is not free but worth every penny of the 
advice it offers. You will get 31 things to do over the course of a month 
that will show you how to promote your blog, build relationships, post 
ideas, powerful tips on how to connect with other bloggers and so much 
more.

Also Darren's Problogger site has plenty of free tips and ideas for your 
blog. Since Darren's successful website launch on blogging, he has also 
written the popular book simply titled 'Problogger'. I have the book and 
have found it to be a powerful resource for marketing tips and income 
ideas.

I hoped I’ve helped motivate you to get started creating your blog.  It's the 
easiest and fasted way to get a presence online regardless of your business 
model. 

If you find that you have questions along the way please visit our discussion 
forum.  I will help you personally. 

Have a great time with your blog and I wish you much success!

Free Resources you can grab right now

Dan Thies SEOFastStart Guide 
http://www.seofaststart.com/download

A guide to Copywriting to Promoting your Business 
http://www.homenotion.com/pdfs/Adlite-copywriting-guide.pdf
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https://www.e-junkie.com/ecom/gb.php?ii=258839&c=ib&aff=99925&cl=11220
https://www.e-junkie.com/ecom/gb.php?ii=258839&c=ib&aff=99925&cl=11220
http://www.becomeablogger.com/go.php?offer=beaubeau12&pid=4&u=http://www.becomeablogger.com/roadmap/
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Ken Evoy’s Affiliate Masters Guide 
http://www.homenotion.com/affiliate_masters_course.html
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